
The Suicide Commandos Deliver New Album To Twin/Tone Records 39 Years Late! 

Label Forced Back Into Existence

Time Bomb due out May 5th, 2017

Will Be Available On Vinyl And Digitally

Infl uential Minneapolis trio The Suicide Commandos are readying their fi rst new studio 
album since the 1978 Blank/Mercury debut, Make A Record . Time Bomb has many 
of the hallmarks of the band’s original oeuvre, their fast, punky, brainy, fun and often 
funny rock n’ roll sound - The Ramones meet Eddie Cochran meets ZZ Top - but adds 
a catchy, pop- ish slant and a modern production fl are that brings a freshness to the 
entire proceedings. The fi rst vinyl pressing will be a limited, numbered edition of 1,000 
copies.

Time Bomb was produced by the Commandos, primarily recorded in their hometown 
at Master Mix Studios by Kevin Bowe (Jonny Lang, Paul Westerberg, Dan Wilson) and 
mixed by Mitch Easter (R.E.M., Let’s Active, The dBs) at Fidelitorium Recordings in 
North Carolina. Though there had been reunion shows over the years, the band hadn’t 
felt compelled to record again.Why Now? you may ask. Guitarist Chris Osgood tells 
us, “After Tommy Erdelyi died, Steve pointed out that The Ramones were all gone and 
we were all still here, and that we should make a record.” The group’s New York City-
based bass player, Steve Almaas, adds “The time was right. I had a couple of songs I 
thought would sound good with Chris and Dave. Once they started coming up with 
material, it inspired me to write a few more. Also, in this modern age, it’s much easier 
to work long distance. That really helped make this possible.”

Formed in 1975 and preceding the terms “punk” and “New Wave,” the music the 
Suicide Commandos played was often called “underground” or “minimalist.” In 1976 
when the Ramones debut album was released, one local scenester exclaimed, “Wow, 
cool! Someone
else is doing what the Commandos are doing!” The two bands did indeed share a 
certain ethos, ‘comic book punk,’ if you will. But where the Ramones were smart guys 
pretending to be half-witted, the Commandos are smart guys who wear their braini-
ness proudly ... and their mile-wide sense of humor keeps it in check.

In terms of Minneapolis music history, the Commandos were hugely infl uential. They 
dared to do original material when most other groups in town were still doing covers, 
which galvanized and rejuvenated the local music community and paved the way for 
others - like Husker Du, The Replacements and Soul Asylum - to follow in their wake. 
Heck, Chris Osgood, even gave guitar lessons to Bob Mould and Dave Pirner. The 
Commandos were the fi rst of the Minneapolis groups to tour nationally, performing 
at fabled clubs like Max’s Kansas City, CBGB, The Whisky A Go Go and Mabuhay Gar-
dens. They were also ahead of the curve visually, having done a video for their song 
“Burn It Down” in 1977 with video pioneer Chuck Statler, the man who fi lmed the trail-
blazing clips for Devo’s “Jocko Homo” and “Mongoloid.”

After releasing two indie 45s, the Commandos signed with Mercury Records’ imprint 
Blank in late 1977, and put out one full-length album, Make A Record, which received 
much critical acclaim. Rolling Stone’s Ken Tucker described it as “quick raveups that 
make their points and scram.” Tucker went on to say the entire album had a “high level 
of wit and roughneck grace” and that “These guys are a band to love.” The Comman-
dos toured heavily, often with labelmates, Pere Ubu. When Blank closed its doors after 
only a year, Twin/Tone would’ve been honored to have the Commandos join its roster. 
Unfortunately, the band decided to call it a day. As they say, better late than never!

Touring will be strategic, local and national dates are in the planning stages. Local 
events include a listening party at the Clown Lounge/Turf Club on May 5th and an in-
store at Treehouse Records on the 6th.

Twin/Tone Records circa 2017 is owned and operated by Paul Stark and Peter Jesper-
son, two of its original founders. Sadly, the third partner in the label, the irreplaceable 

Charley Hallman, passed away in 2015. This is Twin/Tone’s fi rst release since 1994’s 
Viva! Suburbs! (Live at First Avenue).
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